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Colonel Heppner holds a B.A. in German and Chemistry (‘78) and an M.D. (“83) from the
University of Virginia, and completed residency and fellowship training at the Universities
of Minnesota and Maryland. He is board certified in internal medicine and infectious
diseases, and is an elected fellow of the American College of Physicians and of the Royal
Geographical Society (London).

Most recently, COL Heppner was Deputy Director (’08-’11) of the Walter Reed Army
Institute of Research (WRAIR, pronounced “rare”), the Department of Defense's Center of
Excellence for Infectious Diseases and Military Psychiatry. At WRAIR and its Overseas
Research Units in Asia, Africa and Europe, 2000 military and civilian scientists work to
develop United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved diagnostic devices,
drugs and vaccines to safeguard both Soldier and Public Health.

The WRAIR played a crucial role in the development and licensure of FDA-approved
antimalarial drugs (doxycycline, mefloguine, Malarone, etc.), vaccines against hepatitis A,
Japanese encephalitis, meningococcal meningitis, adenovirus 4&7, and anthrax, and a rapid
diagnostic test for malaria. At WRAIR, current infectious disease work efforts include
development of vaccines for HIV, dengue, and shigellosis. Specific malaria efforts include
licensure of life-saving drug for the treatment of severe malaria (intravenous artesunate) and
co-development of the malaria vaccine “RTS,S” for both pediatric and adult indications.

Previously Colonel Heppner was Director, Division of Malaria Vaccine Development
(’99-°08) at WRAIR leading malaria vaccine development in the USA and Europe, and
clinical and field trials in the USA, Thailand, Mali, and Kenya. Of note, he was Assistant
Chief, then Chief of Medicine & Immunology (*93-"97) at the Armed Forces Research
Institute of Medical Sciences in Bangkok, Thailand where he conducted preclinical, clinical
and field trials of malaria vaccines and drugs. COL Heppner has published on the U.S
Army’s efforts in leading medical journals. He is a Member of Order of Military Medical
Merit, a Finalist, Berry Prize for U.S. Medicine (’08), and recipient of the Kiwanis
International Foundation’s World Service Medal for his efforts in vaccine development.

Colonel Heppner, a recognized authority on global health, is an elected member of the
Council of Foreign Relations, New York (’10), an independent, nonpartisan membership
organization, think tank, and publisher dedicated to addressing foreign policy choices facing
the United States, which provides an important policy forum to addresses the critical
relevance and interplay of disease, public health and economics.
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